Preface

It is a privilege for me to write a preface to the autobiography of the first President of the State of Israel, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, “Trial and Error.”
In his life, Chaim Weizmann embodied his exceptional personal vision, as well as the vision of Zionism and the State of Israel. In the crucial years between the two world wars, he became the central personality, the representative diplomatic figure, the most persuasive spokesman, and the leader of political Zionism. His was the strongest Jewish voice raised by the sheer force of his personality, his personal standing, and his charm, resounding with equal ease in the shtetl and in the corridors of the White House, and opening doors to find a sympathetic ear. Not for naught did Winston Churchill call him “irresistible.”
Chaim Weizmann’s personal qualities, his diplomatic wisdom, his scientific talents, his political moderation, his fantastic instincts, and his Jewish sense of humor opened doors for him throughout the world, and opened hearts in Israel. As President, he bestowed a historic service upon a persecuted people thirsting for redemption.
Even when Weizmann no longer bore the title of President of the World Zionist Organization, due to his international prestige he played a crucial role both in the Zionist effort to achieve a majority for the Partition Plan at the United Nations, in 1947, and in convincing President Truman to oppose tearing the Negev out of the territory of the State of Israel.
I was at the Zionist Congress in Basel in December 1946. I watched the clash of the Titans — Chaim Weizmann and David Ben-Gurion — over the Jewish crossroads in the wake of the Holocaust. I supported Ben-Gurion, but nevertheless was deeply impressed by Weizmann’s personality, and this impression never faded.
Despite the intense disagreements dividing them, at the first meeting of the Provisional State Council the day after the declaration of the State, Ben-Gurion addressed the council members and asked that they elect Weizmann to be president, saying: “If there is anyone who deserves the privilege of being President of the Jewish state, it is Dr. Chaim Weizmann. The entire Jewish people must express their gratitude towards him.”
Chaim Weizmann preferred a vision which unites rather than divides. It is the good fortune of the Jewish people, and the good fortune of the State of Israel, that there arose such a giant as him to serve and guide our nation.
His writings will forever remain timeless and his example will serve as a model for the generations to come.
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